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SOUNDS LIKE 'MARSUPIAL GIRL' WILL KEEP THE CTC HOPPING 
DOMINIC P. PAPATOLA, Theater Critic 

What: "Tale of a West Texas Marsupial Girl" 

When: Opens Friday, continues through Feb. 25
Where: Children's Theatre Company (mainstage), 2400 Third Ave. S., Mpls. 

Tickets: $34-$13 

Call: 612-874-0400 

Lisa D'Amour freely admits that her imagination "veers toward the jungles of the mind." 

And it shows in her scripts. Local audiences have seen her plays about peeping-tom housewives, a pair of eccentric performing sisters and a 10-year-old girl who makes a doll out of dirt and her own bodily fluids. 

So, when she was commissioned by the Children's Theatre Company to develop a script for young audiences, they probably knew to expect the unexpected. 

And they got it: D'Amour delivered a story about a little girl born with a kangaroo-like pouch that can speak its own language and capture all the sounds in the world. 

The play is "Tale of a West Texas Marsupial Girl," which receives its world premiere this weekend at CTC. 

The show marks a homecoming of sorts for D'Amour, who now lives in New York. She was born at St. Joseph's Hospital in downtown St. Paul while her father was completing his doctoral studies. She mostly grew up in New Orleans but went to college in Mississippi and grad school in Austin, Texas. 

She spent about a half-dozen years in the Twin Cities, working mostly with small, edgy theaters like Red Eye Theatre and the Mary Worth Theatre Company before moving to New York in 2004. 

It's not D'Amour's first attempt to write for young audiences (during her Twin Cities tenure, she adapted a children's book for Stages Theatre of Hopkins), but she's relishing the chance to share her unorthodox approach to playmaking with what she expects to be a receptive audience. 

"Working here primarily has advantages for me," she said of her first script for CTC. "A kid will take something as a given and just go with it: 'OK, she's got a pouch. Now what?' " 

The "now what" in this case involves a familiar fable (a kid who's "different" has to find her way in the world) powered by a cavalcade of sound and a score that plays in the musical fields of rockabilly, blues and beatbox. 

That soundscape -- "musical score" seems too limiting a term -- is being worked up by Sxip (pronounced "skip") Shirey, whose Web site describes him as a "circus and theater composer, curator, solo performer and storyteller." 

The Brooklyn-based artist composed the eclectic score and has been logging copious hours in CTC's recording studio, creating sounds by rolling marbles around in glass bowls and conducting other sonic experiments. 

"I've always hated dippy children's theater music," Shirey said, "and I never want to hear it again. 

"But everyone remembers 'Conjunction Junction' and 'Three Is a Magic Number' and all those really good songs that were written for kids. So I guess I belong to the Schoolhouse Rock school of children's theater music." 

The two collaborators are kindred spirits, united in their belief that an oft-told tale can be enhanced and propelled by an unconventional delivery system. It's a lesson D'Amour and Shirey learned when their paths first crossed during the '90s in the fecund performing-arts scene of Austin, Texas. 

And it was, in fact, on a long driving trip on the back roads between Austin and Seattle that D'Amour was first inspired to write "Marsupial Girl." 

"It was something about those long spaces of nothing punctuated by water towers and other signs of civilization," she said. "It just came from out of the dust." 

That short, 20-minute play was written and tucked away in her consciousness. When she was responding to a joint call for submissions from CTC and New York-based New Dramatists, she knew the time was right to resurrect the girl with the pouch. 

An offbeat choice? Maybe. But it's one that resonated with CTC artistic director Peter Brosius. And one to which D'Amour thinks the 6-and-older crowd can relate. They're not afraid, after all, to explore the jungles of their own minds. 

Dominic P. Papatola can be reached at dpapatola@pioneerpress.com or 651-228-2165.
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1) Mother (Autumn Ness) comforts her child (Anna Teichert) at bedtime in the world premiere of "Tale of a West Texas Marsupial Girl" at the Children's Theatre Company. 

2) Marsupial Girl (Anna Reichert) attempts to blend in wtih her casllmates by concealing her pouch with an Ace bandage. Well, it seemed like a good idea at the time.
